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Backgrounder: The Pentagon’s Ever-Growing Budget

Over the past eight decades, the Pentagon budget has grown dramatically, making the U.S. military the
most expensive military in the world. Nowadays, the U.S. spends more on its military than the next 10
countries combined and single-handedly accounts for almost 40% of global military spending.

US vs. World Military Spending, 2022

Global Total: $2.240 Trillion
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AT THE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES

Price gouging, wasteful spending, and a constantly expanding mission set that results from political

leaders seeing U.S. military power as a salve for all problems abroad have led to a massively ballooning
military budget. The Pentagon’s budget has increased from the equivalent of S122 billion in 1948, to now

more than S895 billion in 2025. And the 2026 budget, which will be funded through both the NDAA and
FY26 reconciliation bill, will top Sl trillion. That means defense spending has increased by more than
700% over the past 80 years.
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The Pentagon Budget Since 1948

All figures in billions of fiscal year 2021 dollars. (2022 is an estimate and not yet finalized.)
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Meanwhile, we are also seeing historic cuts to programs that Americans all across the country rely on,
such as Medicaid and SNAP. Education, infrastructure, weather tracking and other services that are
absolutely key to the well-being of every person in this country are facing massive budget and
employee reductions, all while our government throws money at the Pentagon.

To put this even more into perspective, just a 3% cut from the Pentagon budget could pay for housing
for every homeless person in the country. Just a 3.5% cut could pay for universal preschool. And a mere
7.9% cut could provide free college at every public and university in the U.S. Instead of allowing the
Pentagon budget to continue to grow at an astronomical rate, lawmakers must focus on using the hard-
earned money that taxpayers give our government to fund programs that actually help us all — not to
fuel weapons or wars we don’t need.

Policy Recommendations:

p Congress must focus on cutting the Pentagon budget and think critically
about the need to spend billions on canceled, unused, or even lost weapons

» Instead, the federal government must invest more money on programs and
areas that actually improve the safety and wellbeing of everyday people, like
education, healthcare, housing, and community violence prevention — all of
which could be funded using money that is unnecessarily being allocated to
the DoD.
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